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By Lt Col Paul Kimminais
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When | sterted this article | was including all
tactical aircraft in the discussion. Howsvar, A-103
fly. much slower and can probably operate
at 100 feet a lot mora safely than others, The
F=117 whan it is on aute TFR can aiso operate at
100 feet. I, therefore exclude those aircraf]
from the rngjofity of what | say but some of it
may apply. Two seat airgraft such as F-45 oy
105G s probably feel this does not apply 1o
them because the guy in front flies tHe airplane
while the guy In back does tha looking, | submit
thal it does apply! The reason | feel that way is
one ward: "Complacency!” The pllet, after flying
at 100 feet for many missions and really looking
out to avowd Hitting the ground. one day gets a
call from his back-seatar like, "We've got 2
bandit at 7 o'clock™ lor "] got an SA-B signal at 8
o'clock™. He, now so. confident at 100 fest,
logks back 1o ses the bandit {or SAM) and flies
into the ground. That is probably not the best
example | could use, but the paint {8, if he were
at 300 feat he could ook back for maybe 3-5
geconds while starting a turn, descent, accalgrs-
tlon, et {you have options) and get to 100 feet
ar lass 1o defeat the threat. At this point. | would
hear. many fighter pilots say. Heck i | wera
100 fest rathar than the 300 fee! you suggest
the threat would never sae me, | would sure like
1o see soma date on that point (with all the
nawar radars, MTI, etc) and I'd also like to know
how many of the fighter pilots who would say
that to me really believe it themselvas,

Whaen you have to go to 100 feet or less to
daleat a threat. you guil worryimg about nawvigat-
g, looking at six ete! you Bre niow woritisd
sbout survival (i.e., not hitting the ground). As
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spov 85 you surnvive that thraat, you come back
0 altitude to continue your navgation, regs-
tablish 8 6 o'clock lookouwl. atc. Whan you hit
the IP and begin your un=n. navigation will not
be & preblem If you have memonzed the appro
priate landmarks, tining, end pop-up data: The
threat should be ho problem-sither becsuse you
are going to tha target regardless: So, 100 teet
15 @ regsonable altitude at that point. The aegress
may also require you 1o be at 100 feel; howevar.
gs soon &5 nawngation. § oclock lookout. ete,
agaln becbme necessary--gel back up to
altiude, What altitude: (s that? | wauld say 300
feat is tha minimum. Why 300 feat? Well, again,
axpetiance and many old heads commanls
about the vast differenca in 300 fest and 100
feat low level. A'low leviel gt 100 teg! requires
significantly more sttention outside the cockpit
than doas a 300 foo! low level. With 100 fest
being one-third of 300 feel the amount af at-
wnticn required 18 inmeense; e, thréee limes at
100 feer (That is just a WAG but many old
fighter pilots agres,)

Te summanze what | have said: We, the
fighter jocks. need to look st the amount of
traiming time we think is requred at 100 feat
and see If we haven't made a ristake. Yes, low™ )
level training down to 100 feat is necassary. and
on.a continuing basis, but maybe we wenl gver-
beard once we wera able 1o conyince people
that realistic’ training was not only good—-but
necessary, Lat's go back and look at those

words, “Train as we fight,” and. see if we would
redlly go to combat as some of our low level
training profiles are flown! =

MARCH 1980


User
Typewritten Text
low level flying 

User
Typewritten Text


AIRCREW OF DISTINCTION °

306 TFTS/31 TFW
Homestead AFB, FL

On 6 November 1979, Captain Michael Lichty
and Captain William Rehrmann, both instructor
pilots, were number two in a four-ship F-4
ground attack continuation training mission at
Avon Park Gunnery Range. Approaching the pull-
up point on a VLADD at 300 feet AGL and 500
KTAS, a large turkey vulture impacted the aircraft
in the top center portion of the front center
windscreen. The impact forces shattered the
front windscreen, broke the top portion out of the
frame, cracked the right front quarter panel, and
broke out half of the left front quarter panel. The
bird penetrated the center windscreen (the first
reported instance of a bird actually penetrating
this bulletproof glass in all F-4 operational his-
tory), broke off the stand-by magnetic compass,
and disconnected Captain Lichty's communica-
tions cord.

Captain Lichty suffered several scratches and
bruises from flying debris and his visor was
entirely covered by bird remains, making forward
visibility impossible. Severe high speed windbiast
and the disconnected communications cord
prevented inter-cockpit communications,
however, prebriefed birdstrike aircrew coordina-
tion procedures resulted in the aircrew's im-
mediately establishing the aircraft in a climb and
setting up for emergency landing at Avon
Auxiliary Airfield:

Captain Rehrmann was unable to ascertain
Captain Lichty's physical condition due to the
communications difficulties, but continued flying
the aircraft and made several UHF radio trans-
missions to advise the other flight members and
Avon Auxiliary Airfield of their problem and
intentions. Captain Lichty, realizind Captain
Rehrmann had control of the aircraft, slowly
raised his visor to improve his visibility. The
windblast was severe, but because Captain Lichty
was wearing glasses, he could tolerate the wind
and see well enough to fly the aircraft. As the
airspeed slowed through 250 KIAS, Captain Lichty
lowered the gear, shook the stick, and took con-
trol of the aircraft. This was the first positive in-
dication Captain Rehrmann had that Captain

_cichty was alright. Windblast did create some
problems for Captain Lichty during the turn to

TAC ATTACK
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"Capt Michael Lichty

)

Capt William Rehrmann

final but was again tolerable during the straight-
in portion of the final approach. The landing and
cable engagement were flawless and the
emergency was terminated without further diffi-
culty.

The professional airmanship and crew coordi-
nation of both crew members prevented the
possible loss of life and a valuable aircraft. Their
actions qualify them as the Tactical Air Command
Aircrew of Distinction.
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chock talk ..incidents and incidentals with a maintenance slant.


User
Typewritten Text
chock talk ..incidents and incidentals with a maintenance slant.

User
Typewritten Text





dart


User
Typewritten Text
dart

User
Typewritten Text

















e Vi ,‘//////?

1 Q ( 7/ l

%7

|

/1

“One more of the same “ Boy. it's dark in here
Wish they wouldn't line all the bottles up in front
of the mirror. Makes it hard to check six. Not a
bad crowd for a Thursday night.

Well, 1]l be darned Look who just walked in
Joe Hasn't changed much, same swagger Can’t

18

believe he's still alive | wonder if he knew all the
guys lincluding me) who thought hed be the
first one to bust his tail? Not because he's such
a bad guy. In fact, everyone sorta liked him--his
carefree manner, willingness to try anything
once, verbose dislike of dumb regs Maybe hes
changed.

MARCH 1980


User
Typewritten Text
reflections

User
Typewritten Text


We all used to chuckle at his tates about zing-
ing through the tops of buildups trying to make
"steer horns” with the vortices. Guess he was
right when he said they wouldn't dare build a
mountain under any cloud he decided to fly
through

And those bubble checks Heh! Heh! By golly.
he sure watered some controller's eyes didnt
he? One little tweak or bump from the stab aug
would have watered his too.

Hmm,. . Wonder if he's still married. That Jenpy!
What a fine toot. Don't understand how she put
up with him. | see a ring. Guess he's still mar-
ried | ought to go over and say hello Naw, hell
probably make it this way pretty soon

.Heck, Joe's the fighter pilot's fighter pilot.
Why shouldn’t we like him? He sure kept the old
man off the rest of us

No, | dont think he could be called a
“professional“--left too much to chance--guick
and cursory preflights. "That's what the crew
chief gets paid for.” he used to say Remember
the time he neglected that 120 knot headwind
and had to bust minimums ‘cause there wasn't
enough reserve to get to the alternate? Al the
voungsters thought he was hot rocks for that
feat

He did have the golden hands though Top
gun nearly every quarter Only a few of us knew
his technigque though. Fifty knots slow, 500 feet
fow. and 5 G's in one second.

Wonder if he's changed any. “Hey, Joe, how
the heck are you? Pull up a stool”

“Greg! How in blue blazes are you? | havent
seen you in years. How long has it been’”

“About five years, | guess. It was in SEA. | was
heading back to the states to the RTU job, and
you were on your way to school and then to
USAFE. | heard you did a good job over there--
Ops Officer weren't you?”

"Yep. sure was, | was the senior fight com-
mander soon as | got there, then assistant ops,
and up the ladder.”

“Have a good time?”

“Sure did, til last year...”

“What happened then?”

“Well, you remember Tom, "The Terror"?"

“Who can forget? You two singlehandedly
caused more near heart attacks than any two
folks 1've ever met.”

“Yep, Tom and | had a ball. Tom came in as
the Squadron Commander just after | became
 Jps Officer. We really had a time--and in just a
~few months had the best squadron on the

TAC ATTACK

continent. That's what those kids needed was
some leadership We showedem how to wark
hard. play hard, and put the second-class outfits
in their places. In six months there wasnl a
squadron over there that hadn't heard of us

“We were the top squadron in the wing for
sure Whenever we went TDY to the range,
averybody qualified across the board. and | don't
mean just qualified. We just put everything on
top the pylon! And air-to-air. when the aggressors
showed up, we ateem like grapes. Sent'em all
back to their home base talking 1o themselves!”

“Sounds almost like a dream come true--whiat
spotled it?"

“Well, we were in the middie of a surge
exercise=-flying our kiesters off. We had been
going for three days and were fragged for some
night intercept sorties Since we had been

pushed pretty hard, Tom and | decided to send a
couple of our best pilots out. We wanted to
make sure nobody got into trouble

“Sounds logical.”
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“pushed the emergency  gear

FOILED AGAIN

After the initial takeoff for an F-106 student
training mussion, the 1P in the Tront cockpr
raised the gear handle but the landing gear did
not retract, |AW checklist procedures, the gear
handie was left up and the crew flaw by the ASU
for e visual check. All gear and gear doors were
confirmed down. The [P moved the gear handle
down and recerved an (nstanianeous three gear
safe incdication. The handle was again raised, but
the gear did not retract. After waiting about 10
more seconds for the gear to come up. the P
retract button
Whan the button was depressed. both axtarnal
tanks departed the aircraft and the landing pear
retracted. The tanks landed berwsen the run-
ways and ruptured, but didn’t cause any signif)-
cant damage. The IP lowered the gaar, returnad
10 base, and ‘anded

The pilot was relatively certain he had acti-
vated the emergency gear retract button and not
the external tank jettison button. The 'gear
handle in the up position makes activation of the

...interest items,
mishaps with

morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

external tank jettison button more difficult since
the button is directly above and behind the gear
fhandle. Bul, the jetlizon button did not have a
plastic film installed arocund the |athson button
guard as i1s normal procedure, lack of the
plastic film was noted in the 781

Al any rate, the only discrepancy mainienance
mnvestigators could find was a bad microswiict
in the lsft main gear. Two causes for the jet-
tisoned tanks were postulated. The pilot may
have pushed the jeftison button and the tanks
struck the gear doors, jarred the microswitch
and the gear came up: ©f an intermittent
glactrical malfumction in the tank jettison/
emergency gear ratract circwitry could have

allowed simultaneous signals 1o both systems
Neither possibility can be ruled put.
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TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

GROUND
SAFETY AWARD

Technical Sergeant Samuel H, Wimbley, 23d
Equipment Maintenanca Squadron, 23d Tactical
Fighter Wing, England Alr Force Base, Louisiana,
ts the recipient of the Tactieal Air Command
Ground Safety Award of the Quanter for the
fourth quartir of 1979, As Additional Duty Safety
NCO, Sergeant Wimblay initiated a vigorous and
informative ground safaty program which
promoted bettar participiition and increasad
satety awareness throughout the squadron, As a
direct result of his conscléntious afforts. new
ideas ware developed dunng the safety mastings
whicH mada: many improvements and led to the
squadron’s excallent ratings in groung safety in-
spections and Management Effectvaness inspec-
tons: Sergesant. Wimbley s dedication and  per-
sonal involvemont in mishap prevention raflecis
cradit upon his unit and Tactical Air Command,

TSgt Samuel H. Wimbley

INDIVIDUAL
SAFETY AWARD

Staff Sergeant Paul W. Laib, Jr., 363d Equip-
ment Maintenance Squadron, 363d Tachical Re-
connaissance Wing, Shaw Air Force Basse, South
Carolina, is the recipient of the Tactical Air Com-
mand Individual Safety Award for March 1980
Surgeant Leib s sssigned as Assistant NCOIC of
the Fiel System Repair Section. When the cause
of @ recent Class A flight mishap was determined
to be o l=ak in a fuel vam lire, he idontitied &
new muthod to canclusivily test for fusl leaks in
gircraft prossurization and vent manifold lines,
Thig resulted in @ change te technical data which
will be used for inspections Air Force - wide.
Sargeant Leib’s sirict adherance to satety
procedires end his outstanding performance in
all ospucts of his duties have contributed
substantislly to the sale accamplishment of tha
Air Force missiah,

S5Sgt Paul W. Laib, Jr.
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Dear Editor,

Major Tilden's urticle in October 1979 TAC
ATTACK ¢redited MCAIR pilot Irv Burrows with
developing that world-famous “alternate™ out-of-
control procedure for troubled airplanss, While Irv
has used the procedire and vouches for it, the first
airman 1o enumerite the stepd wis also 8 MceDonnell

ilot, Don Stuck, and he developed It for use in the

arly “6ls,

TAC ATTACK

§Sgt Johnnia L. Quartsérman

LETTERS

Mr, Stock recently “bought the farm™happily, in
the right wiy—200 acres of mid-Missouri black
Angus pastureland that he first spotted some 20
yeirs ago during a Phanltom test fight. He retired
last August after a long and rewarding Air Foree)
MCAIR career punctuated by only a few of those in-
famous moments of stark mving terror. He often at-
tributed his felicitous longevity to an ingramed hahit
of doing his own thing, while he let the sirplane do
ws. It was from that habit which developsd the
following procedure for getting the poimy end hack
down, listed here in its fivesstep entirety:

1. Put feet on floor and spread knees wide apart.

2. Look at manual cabin temperature control
switch and place right hand on same.

3. Look at drag chute handle and place lefl hand
G same,

4. Look outside—H acraft is [ving go im-
medintely to Step 5. Il mircraft is still in' mcipient
gvration pull drag chute handle

5. When aircraft recovers, return right hand to
stick.
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ETTERS

| thought Don would be pleised to know that
younger gencrations of jet drivers were still heeding
his wise words, and sent him & copy of Major
lNlden's discussion. He took time off fram his busy
retirement schedule (“job jar™ is full for the next ten
years, according to his wife M.L) for a few com-
ments that may be of interest to you who are doing
today what he had so much fun doing yesterday;

“, . . Thanks for the article on *Recovery From
Unusual Attitudes.” The story never really changes
from one amrcraft 10 anather—they're all governed by
the same basic laws of physics and acrodynamics,
and none are designed 1o strive for out-of-tontrol
conditions. If pilots understand and work with the
characteristics (good and bad) of their aircrail. they
can eaxily stay out of trouble or know what to do if
they exceed prudent limits,

“The ‘tongue-in-chesk” (but effective) out-ol-con-
trol procedure that Major Tilden recalls works
cyually well on the F-101, F4, or for that matler on

any alrcraft that is “tender and touchy’ in the pre-

and posi-stall arcag, because in most cases the
inherent direraft forcing lunctions are tending toward
recovery control; and chances are that a pilor with
"leds than & surgeon’s touch” on the end of the stick
can drive the aircraft desper info trouble, where lelt
to lts own devices flast trim position and stick-free
conditions), the aircralt will aimost invariably initiate
recovery on its own .. ..

Incidentally, your readers may be happy to learn
that, even though MCAIR's F-4 production line fi-
mally closed down after some twenty years and 5195
copies, our publication (PRODUCT SUPPORT
DIGEST) will continue to complement yours with
discussions aimed at Phantom Phlyers, As a matter
of fact, we think there should be “Phantoms Phor-
ever,” and Chiel Test Pilot Jack Krings and all our
ather MCAIR flying authors are currently reviewing
their previously published F-4 articles for republica-
twon s hard-bound book bearing that tithe!

Nade Peters, Editor/ PSD
MebBxannell Aireralt Company
Dear Mr. Peiers,

Thanks for the feedback. | know many TAC
personnel are familiar with the fine work of Don
Stuck, Irv Burrows, and Jack Krings. mot to mention

the Priducr § ri Digest, Owur thanks for your
superb publication, and I know | speak for many in
wishing Don Stuck the best in his furure endeavors
&
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Dear Editor,

Just a note to you guys at TAC ATTACK in
response Lo your December 1979 issue

First off. you guys do pood work—and us guvs
really appreciate it. || personally apprecisted the
“centerfold™ tribute to the ole F-100. | know there
are a lot of us old Hun Jocks that were stirred by it

Secondly, | #m happy to announce that not only is
the F-100 not forgotten, she’s nol gone, She has a
new misston.

F-100E2 $6-3414 Jeft Davis Monthan AFB for
Phoenix-Litchfeld Airport, Arizona, September 1979
to undergo modifications (o change her infto &
QF- 100 Full Scale Acrinl Varger, At present Sperry
Flight Systems has five F-100's (including one
unmodified family model to be used as a trainer).
Another [ive sre to be deliversd between now and
March 1980. The last of the five will be 56-2979, the
1Bl TFG's (ANG) fast D which was deliversd 1o
Davis-Monthan in November 1979, The remusining
200 will be modified between 19831989,

As TACs only remaining F-100 pilot, | hated to
sct the Hun emd an operational carcer. However,
she'll be around teaining our figheer pilots through
1993,

The DTEE/IOT&E of the QF-100 will bégin'in
January 1981 here at Tyndall AFB. Between now
and ther, don’t be strprised i you hear or see an

—

F-100 or two winging around the airspace and the traf-—,

{le patiern. And a fmal word to all=CHECK SIX
FOR HUNS!

Major Bob Dunham
ADWE TED

Dear Major Dunham,

I'm sure some old Hun drivers might nol ap-
preciate the new isston of the airiryft. Evervos
probably. feels that i's just sor the somi unless
there's @ man in it 'l bet vou rowld even find a lor
of Hun drivers who might do the drone job for noth-
ng=if they cowld shoal back,

td
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